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Growers sharing information with other growers

Use of mulch in the Grampians

By Andrea Hart,
GrampiansWine- | 41+
makers

Since 1999 com-
posted green or-

ganics as mulch

had been trialed

by several vine-

yardsin the

Grampians re- i
gion. Many bene- =

fitswere observed
such as reduced
water use, in- :
creased root vol- -
ume, presence of
earthworms in soil and
improved water holding
capacity of soils. How-
ever, there was no ma-
chinereadily available to
efficiently spread the
mulch.

The Grampians Regional
Waste Management
Group approached the
Grampians Winemakers
to discuss how the groups
could work together to
find asolution to this
problem. Bob Milne of
the Waste Management
Group secured an EcoRe-
cycle grant to fund half
the cost of the spreader,
and 6 individual vineyards
contributed the other half.
Investigation and evalua-
tion of different spreaders

o A
Applyin

was undertaken by the
steering committee and
the most suitable machine
was purchased in June
2001.

A demonstration day was
held at Bests Wines on 7™
September, to allow
shareholders and inter-
ested growers to become
familiar with the machine
and seeitin action. It was
avery successful day and
we look forward to mak-
ing good use of the
spreader from now on.
Several growers are look-
ing at implementing On
Farm Trias to evaluate
the effects of using the
mulch in their vineyards.

g the mulch to vines using the side delivery spreader

A positive outcome of this
processis the working re-
lationship which has de-
veloped between the
Grampians Winemakers
and the Regional Waste
Management Group,
which may provide oppor-
tunities to investigate and
trial other “waste prod-
ucts” in the future.

The spreader is available
for hire within the region,
contact Bob Milne on
0418 312 096 for book-
ings, or Andrea Hart (03)
5356 2544 for further in-
formation.
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Impacts of PRD

By Adam Jacobs,
McLaren Vale

While not normally asso-
ciated with significant
changesin wine quality,
PRD was examined at the
winery. In terms of wine
quality, normally irrigated
vines produced wines
were soft fruitful aromatic
wines with an anticipated
two year life. In compari-
son wine from PRD vines
were big structured com-
plex wineswith a 10-12
year life.

There seems to be some
reluctance in using sub-
surface application with
PRD dueto adesireto see

what’ s going on and actu-
ally see dripper working,
the possibility of root ex-
trusion, the problems of
animalsthat eat holesin
dripline and the complex-
ity of distribution due to
soil compaction zones.

This of course must be
considered against the
benefits to weed control.

Thereis alesser impact of
PRD where thereis higher
rainfall, duplex or heavier
soilsand it isunlikely to
be economic benefit if
growers are only applying
0.5ML/ha

Thereisalso alimitation
of using PRD depending
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on vine age. It cannot be
used inyears 1 or 2 after
planting. Y ou should run
both linesin first two
years or switch each irri-
gation to establish even
and effective root sys-
tems.

On cracking clays, you
need definition between
wet and dry which has en-
hanced spread of horizon-
tal and vertical movement
of moisture. Y ou need to
water schedule to enhance
your capacity to separate
this. Pulsing irrigation can
help this.

PRD — the costs and practical application

By Toby Bekkers,
McLaren Vale

Partial Rootzone Drying
isan irrigation technology
of interest to growersin
the McLaren Vae area
due to the new water re-
strictions in the region.
The aim of investigating
PRD isto reduce water
use and stretch existing
water allocations. The
case study reported hereis
on machine pruned Caber-
net Sauvignon which had
one 4L /hr dripper per
vine.

It was converted as
illustrated between 1999
season and the 2000
Season.
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\V \V
4 4
N 74 74
2 2 2 2

Note that
there was no
“control” put 1999 2000 2001
in place for (without | (with PRD, (with
comparison. PRD) poor season) | PRD)
Asaresult of Water Use (mm/ha) 123.0 68.0 61.0
theinstalla- Yield (t/ha) 16.18 10.03* 16.19
tion the fol-
lowingwater  +yigld in 2000 more likely due to the poor year, rather than due to
useandyield  pRp Theintent now on this property isto increase the area under
records were trial.
maintai ned.
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PRD — the costs and practical application continued

Conversionto PRD in-
volved removing existing
drippers and plugging
holes, running new
dripline and securing this,
reinstalling drippersin
new positions, fitting a 2-
way tap to existing riser
on each row, and manu-
ally aternating between
lines during the season.

The cost of the PRD retro-
fitting for a 3hablock was
$9860. This works out to
$2714/haor $1099/acre.
Goof plugging the holes
was a big cost, so maybe
replacing the lineisin fact
a cheaper option.

Normal PRD
Materias 3124 3310
Trenching 140 140
Install underground filters 531 850
Install dripline 70 140
Hang and ingtall drippers 242 325
Total 4107 4765

The breakdown of these would beaneed to dupli-  ing water costs.

costs for the 3havineyard
included; labour ($3136),
dripline ($1560), Clamps
($411), joiners ($55),
vineclips ($180), goof-
plugs ($388), drippers
($3770), nut/tail ($180)
and 2-way taps ($120).

If installing new system, it
became obvious that there

cate the sub-mains, valves
and laterals, and involve
extrainstallation costs.
However the cost of mate-
rials would not be as high
due to smaller pipe sizes.

A per hectare comparison
of installation costsis use-
ful in the context of exam-
ining the savings in ongo-

Mclaren Vale growers survey Shiraz

By Lucy Gee and Melissa
Buttery, McLaren Vale
Best Practice Viticulture
Group

The McLaren Vale Best
Management Practice
Group has been formed
through PIRSA pilot pro-
gram Navigator. Person-
nel in the group range
from company viticultur-
ists, vineyard managers,
grower liaison officers,
research and development
officers, winemakers and
viticultural and horticul-
tural consultants. This ar-
ticleistaken from the
presentation at the
McLaren Vale growers
day in May and the
group’s report for the
2000/01 season.

The groupsinitial focusis
to benchmark irrigation
practicesin the region and
to evaluate and interpret
their influence on the pro-
duction of quality wine-
grapesin McLaren Vae.

The work is supported by
the Onkaparinga Water
Catchment Board, Neta-
fim Australia, PIRSA and
Wesfarmers Landmark
and involves 170 Shiraz
blocks.

Acknowledging that these
are only preliminary find-
ings based on one year of
data, the following are
some practices undertaken
by growers supplying pre-
mium quality fruitin vin-
tage 2000:

Irrigation using less
than IML/halyr
Vineyards are greater
than 20 years old and
on own roots of old
clonal material

Practices such as RDI
or PRD are being
adopted and majority
of growers are apply-
ing some stress to the
vines

Yields were less than
3t/acre (80%, with the
other 20% of growers
yielding 3-5t/acre
Vineyards are pre-
dominantly not tipped
with shoot lengths
less than 120cm and
low lateral growth

Conclusions reached sup-
port agood potential wa-
ter savings, it iseasier to
operate and install from
scratch, but retro-fitting is
viable. The final question
is;, can we afford not to
stretch our water?

Vineyards started irri-
gation in November
with only one applica-
tion that month

Have low watering

frequency of reason-

able duration (10-

15hrs)

Did not apply irriga-

tionin March or April
These practices also fea-
tured in premium and
commercial categories, as
no one practice will deter-
mine the overall quality.
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Taking positive steps in environmental stewardship

By Noel Ainsworth, CRCV

From contact with viticul-
turists across Australia, it
isclear that many grow-
ers are taking the issue of
sustainability serioudly. In
most cases the actions
which reflect this commit-
ment involve steps to
minimise impact of grape
production on the site and
surrounding environment.
This however, need not be
the limit of growers’ envi-
ronmental management
efforts as the potential ex-
ists for growersto con-
tribute to environmental
improvement by playing a
significant stewardship
rolein regional and
catchment issues. Some of
these issues may at first
seemrelatively minor and
outside the responsihility
of the viticulture industry.
However grower partici-
pation can make a differ-
ence and at the sametime
demonstrate their commit-

ment to the sustainability
of the region.

One such example of this
is the opportunity that
growersin the Adelaide
Hills and southern Fleu-
rieu have to help save the
critically endangered bird
species, the Mt Lofty
Ranges Southern Emu-
wren.

Inthisinstance, it is by
conserving all remaining
native vegetation, and in
particular, the swamp
habitat. A rough guideis
that retention of 25 to
30% native vegetation,
can help increase the
overall productivity and
ecology required for long
term land sustainability.
In this case, the Emu-
wren isonly capable of
short flights and needs not
only swamp habitat, but
continuity of swamp habi-
tat between and across
propertiesto ensure its
survival. With only rem-

A male Mt Lofty Ranges Southern Emu-wren

nants of the swamps re-
maining, pockets of the
bird’ s populations become
isolated and more suscep-
tible to inbreeding and lo-
cal events that put them at
risk.

Other considerationsrele-
vant to this bird speciesis
the proximity of the vine-
yard to the swamp habi-
tat, run-off, herbicide use
and management of the
swamp. For more infor-
mation about the Emu-

wren, contact Denise May
on (08) 8223 7437 or e
mail on emuwren2@ccsa.
asn.au

For more information on
other districts species and
issues, consult the follow-
ing web-sites as a starting
point; World Wide Fund
For Nature www.wwf.org.
au and Greening Austra-
lia www.
greeningaustralia.org.au/
tech_advice/tech_sustain.
html

Useful viticultural web sites workshop at the AWITC

By Noel Ainsworth, CRCV

On Sunday 6™ October, |
will be running a work-
shop as part of the Wine
Industry Technical con-
ference. Itsfocus will be
to identify useful viticul-
tural web sites and what is
valuable about them.
There will also be training

in web searching and up-
dates from the Bureau of

Meteorology on what data

isavailableto assist grow-
ersin disease manage-
ment and prediction.
Other staff in the Viticare
program are running
workshops on pest and
disease identification on

the Monday and environ-
mental management sys-
tems on the Thursday.
Viticare group contacts
arealso being invited to a
CRCV drinks get together
in the event that they may
bein Adelaide for the
conference.

If you want more infor-

mation, areinterested in
attending either the work-
shops or the conference or
both, contact Rae Blair at
Australian Wine Research
Institute on (08) 8303
6821 or on www.awitc.
com.au
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Cyber Library

By Andrew Benger, Lang-
horne Creek

The Sonoma County
Wine Library in Healds-
burg, California has re-
cently launched winefiles.

org, aone-stop source for
business and technical
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from around the globe.
Once you've read that lot

wineinformation. Located you can have acrack at

at http://www.winefiles.
org the site offers access
to 20,000 current items

their collection of 30,000
historical articles.

Keeping up with itall...............

By Andrew Benger, Lang-
horne Creek

It might be helpful, it
might be enlightening, or
it might just be downright
frightening. On Wednes-
day 26 September 2001

Pinot Noir — Tasmania

By Graham Wiltshire,
Tasmanian Pinot Noir
Group.

The third annual Pinot
Noir Workshop isto be
held from the 3 — 6"
February 2002.

The format closely fol-
lows that of the Oregon
and New Zealand SPN
workshops were partici-
pants bring for group dis-
cussion wines from the
previous vintage- brilliant
wines — experimental
wines - mono-clonal
wines — problem wines.

Wines from the previous
vintage are also reviewed.
Pinot from around the
world are aso sniffed and
consumed.

rush out and buy a copy of
the Australian Financial
Review. Nestled in the
pages you'll find the
Winebiz - special report.
In their own words 'alook
at the multi-faceted wine

The moderating panel for
2002 is drawn from the
USA, New Zedland and
South Australia— Stephen
Cary — Oregon, Prue Hen-
schke — Adelaide Hills,
Larry McKenna— Martin-
borough. A great team.
Discussion panels, with
participation from the
floor include such sub-
jectsas:

‘Harvesting Pinot Noir for
optimum flavour ripe-
ness —‘Organic/
biodynamic vineyard
management, and its
growth in Oregon’ —
‘Crushers, crushing —
Presses - pressing,
Pumps, pumping for Pinot
Noir’

industry, its key players
and future opportunities.’
They have awebsite,
www.afr.com/
speciareports

‘Blending & timing’ —
Controlled crop yield and
bunch exposure for Super
PN’s aong with ahost of
other pinot noir related
subjects.

It all happensin arelaxed
workshop style with lots
of discussion, suggestions
and comment.

Three days of pinot noir
with lots of freetime to
enjoy the venue: Freycinet
Lodge — Freycinet Na-
tional Park — Coles Bay
on the East Coast of Tas-
mania (about a 90 minute
drive from either
Launceston or Hobart Air-
ports).

Numbers are limited to a
maximum of forty partici-
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‘a look at the multi-
faceted wine industry,
its key players and

future opportunities’

pants; partners/ guests are
welcome but do not par-
ticipate in the workshop
sessions. It isacondition
that each participant must
be in a management posi-
tion in viticulture/
winemaking with pinot
noir and have some runs
on the board. Itisalso es-
sential that participants
bring at least one wine for
group discussion.

A limited number of
places have been reserved
for mainland pinot noir
producers. For more de-
tails email: pinot-
noir@tassie.net.au or
phone: 03 6331 4585
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Voluntary conservation management, the
key to restoring the agricultural landscape

World Wildlife Fund me-
diarelease of July 23,
2001.

Voluntary initiatives such
as product certification,
conservation covenants
and auction schemes that
encourage farmers to
adopt sustainable agricul-
tural and land manage-
ment practices are the key
to balancing environ-
mental restoration and
farm income targets said
WWF Australia CEO, Dr
David Butcher in a speech
today at the New South
Wales Farmers Associa-
tion Conferencein Syd-
ney.

"WWF believes voluntary
initiatives have the poten-
tial to provide the link be-
tween landscape level pri-
orities and property level
action," he said.
"However, theseinitia-
tives must be able to dem-
onstrate that all major en-

vironmental issues rele-
vant to the property are
being addressed, as are
management practices
that are impacting on the
environment."

Dr Butcher told the con-
ference that agriculture
was considered athreaten-
ing process for biodiver-
sity in 35% of Australia's
bio-geographic regions.
Furthermore, 20% of bio-
geographic regions were
now largely modified,
with agriculture and pas-
toralism being major con-
tributing factors. Natural
ecosystems occupied only
avery small proportion of
these regions, he said.

"For producersto tap into
the growing international
and local demand for
clean and green agricul-
tural produce, voluntary
initiatives must be able to
credibly demonstrate to
markets and the commu-
nity that environmental

claims are backed by
broadly supported stan-
dards of agricultural and
natural resource manage-
ment," he said.

Dr Butcher said some su-
permarkets chains were
now seeking information
about the environmental
practices associated with
the agricultural commaodi-
ties they purchased for re-
tail. Sainsbury's, the UK
supermarket chain had
produced a guide,
"Raising the Standard: A
Supplier's Guide to Re-
ducing Environmental Im-
pactsin which it identifies
how it will work with ag-
ricultural supplierstoim-
prove environmental prac-
tices.

Dr Butcher said that
WWF had identified a
number if initiatives that
were critical if Australia
was to meet the challenge
of protecting and restoring
Australia's agricultural

New Rust Mite Control Strateqy Tested in
On Farm Trials in the Hunter Valley

By Chris Haywood,
Hunter Valley

In the Hunter Valley of
NSW, symptoms of rust
mite infestation including
|ate season |eaf bronzing
and early |leaf degenera-
tion have been perceived
to be worsening over re-
cent years. This has been

most noticeable with the
varieties Chardonnay and
Cabernet Sauvignon.

Normal vineyard practice
in the Hunter Valley has
been to apply wettable
sulphur for both mite and
powdery mildew control
when the new canes are
approximately 20cm in

length. However recent
research in rust mite biol-
ogy has found that the
mites are at their most
vulnerable when they are
migrating from their over-
wintering positions in the
bark and in the buds on to
the newly developing
leaves. While this migra-
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landscape. These included
adding vegetation clearing
as a Matter of National
Environmental Signifi-
cance under the Environ-
ment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation
Act (1999) and the intro-
duction of an immediate
and permanent morato-
rium on clearing in the
Murray Darling Basin, the
Great Barrier Reef catch-
ment and other vulnerable
catchments throughout
Australia.

"However, the Federal
government must make
funds available in atransi-
tion period to assist land-
holders who would be ad-
versely affected by this
new legislation," he said.
Mediainquiries: Rosslyn
Beeby WWF Australia
Media 02 8202 1218 Mo-
bile 0419 520 960

tion generally occurs at
about waoolly bud stage
more precise timing can
be achieved by examining
rings of adhesive tape on
the new canes with a suit-
able microscope for evi-
dence of mites.
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Hunter Valley rust mite trials continued

Growers were interested
in testing whether sulphur
applications at woolly bud
were as successful in con-
trolling rust mitesin the
Hunter Valley asthey had
been shown to have been
in Victorian trials.

The On farm Trialsteam
developed atria layout
that was both ssimple to set
up, apply and sample, as
well as being statistically
valid. Thetrials were con-
ducted at Arrowfield
Wines at Jerrys Plains by
vineyard manager Ruth
Sutherland and at Geoff

Oldman’'s “Norlana’ vine-
yard at Denman in the
Upper Hunter. Two treat-
ments, those being normal
commercial application
and awoolly bud spray,
were compared.

Correct targeting and cov-

erage of the spray applica
tion was critical to the

nozzles.

The sampling technique
involved checking new
shoots at about the 20cm
stage for distortion and
stunting which are symp-
tomatic of early season
rust mite damage. These
were scored on a scale of

0-3 with 0 being undam-
aged and 3 being severe
damage.

The results are shown in
the following tables and
give the numbers of
shoots in the various cate-
gories out of 120 shoots
sampled:

success of thetrials. Vol- Arrowfield Vineyard
umes of 800 L/hawere Treatment/Score 0 1 2
necessary with the spray Tl — Woolly Bud 118 2 0
directed so asto drench T2 — Commercial 110 9 1
the cordons of the vine. . | i
This required some recali- TNor ana — - - .
brationtosprayequip— reatment core
ment and redirection of T1 — Woolly Bud 99 16 5
T2 — Commercial 73 37 10
\/_/\—/J
= |
i (S W Ay 4

Ruth Sutherland, in the field

Rust mite numbers were
down in the Hunter this
year but the trial still
picked up differencesin
the treatments with the
woolly bud spray showing
reduced levels rust mite
damage.

Ruth Sutherland was suf-
ficiently convinced to
adopt the new treatment
for the whole vineyard.
Geoff Oldman decided
that the improvement did-
n't justify an extra spray
on his smaller vineyard
but was likely to adopt the

strategy in future if a
larger carryover rust mite
population develops.

Whatever their decision,
they can be confident that

it is soundly based on evi-
dence gained from asim-
ple but effective On Farm
Trid.
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Yenda directions

By David Rossetto, Yenda

Lately down thisway we
have been swamped with
surveys asking us what we
would like to have done if
we werein control of
funding and organising of
various bodies that are
there or suppose to be
there for us viticulturists.

Thereis aways alot of
talk on trialsdonein vari-
ous areas on things that
we have trouble with here
but our growers here feel
that no trials that are done
here ever eventuate into
anything. They believe
that the trials for onerea-
son or another are never
completed. Growers try
and conduct their own
simpletrials but that is
what they are, simple tri-
als.

We are tired of seemingly

always been put back as a
‘not important’ areaor a
‘bulk area’ that has no
problems because we sup-
posedly don’t grow or
make quality wines. What
isit going to take for usto
get some fair recognition
of our problems!!!

Some things that we are
trying hard for here are
more work on Phomopsis,
botrytis and vine borers.
Growersfeel that thereis
not enough info on the
chemicals and timing of
spraying to control these
diseases and pests. Nor is
there enough info on the
diseases and pests them-
selves.

We spent two hours one
night at a meeting filling
in one survey that seemed
to have all funded bodies
squabbling over who is
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going to control who and
who gets to distribute the
funds. Wedon't really
care aslong aswe seere-
sults that are relevant to
our area and worthwhile.
At the moment we see
neither.

So thisiswhere we are
headed at the moment,
trying desperately to
change things around so
we too can enjoy and ex-
perience the expertise that
there is out there in some
of the experts that are em-
ployed and funded one
way or another by us and
al other grapegrowersin
Australia, so we can grow
more, spend more, em-
ploy more and fund more
and that way do our bit to
keep Australiafor ever-
more.

Robinvale District Wine Grape Growers

By Phillip Engelfield,
Robinvale

Our local focus groups
have been running for
some time now and are
proving to be a great suc-
cess. So far we have had
three days involving prun-
ing, nutrition and water
management.

David Botting from Da-
vidson consulting has
some strong views regard-
ing bud numbers etc, to

achieve not only areason-
ableyield but also good
quality fruit. A good indi-
cation of the impact of a
presentation is the re-
sponse generated amongst
growers and there was
certainly some lively de-
bate amongst those pres-
ent.

Our nutrition day with
Ben Robinson continued
on with the good start. We
organized pits at two sites

that allowed Ben to give
us agood cross section of
soil profiles, root penetra-
tion and potential vine nu-
tritional reguirements.

The water management
day was mainly involved
with reinforcing R.D.I.
principals and the review
of alocal grower’s experi-
ence. Aswith the previous
days, lively interaction
occurred with the pre-
senter being asked to
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Getting bogged
down talking and
commenting on work

quantify so bold state-
ments.

We till have several days
yet to run in this current
program. The link through
all the sessions being to
achieve an improvement
in fruit quality asawhole
management package be-
ing conscious of al poten-
tial inputs.
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Rust mite management

By Martina Bernard, La
Trobe Uni/DNRE, Prof
Ary Hoffmann, La Trobe
Uni, Dr Paul Horne, IPM
Technologies Pty Ltd and
Dr DeAnn Glenn
GWRDC.

Aspects of successful rust
mite management were
recently relayed to the
Langhorne Creek grow-
ers. While wettable sul-
phur pre bud burst |abel
rates are 500g/100L or
660g/100L . The higher
rates do not apparently
improve results. When
temperature was consid-
ered, it was found that
these should be 0 15°C at
time of application.

High spray volume

around vine crown was
found to be essentia caus-
ing cordon run off at O
900L /ha, (600L/havery
young vines).

Possibly the most impor-
tant aspect was that the
critical spray window isat
the start of rust mite mi-
gration, before feeding
and egg lay. Thisisat
woolly bud stage for most
varieties except Cabernet
Sauvignon which should
be sprayed between bud
swell and woolly bud
stage.

Canolaoil added to the
spray solution at 2% (10-
12 L/ha minimum) may
improve rust mite kill by
15-20%. Growers should

What is quality wine in Italy?

By Andrew Benger, Lang-
horne Creek

Working from a“Five mi-
nute Italian Wine Guide’
from Trembath Taylor
Tucker, winein Italy is
divided into two catego-
ries, being quality wines
and table wines. This has
come about as aresult of
the national wine lawsin
the European Union.

The quality designation
DOC (Denominazione di
Origine Controllata) guar-
antees; the geographical
provenance, varietal make
up, yield of grapes per
hectare, percentage of
wine permitted per given
weight of grapes, mini-

mum sugar (grape), mini-
mum alcohol (wine),
minimum acidity and
length of aging. DOCG
(the G stands for Garan-
tita). DOC does not neces-
sarily guarantee quality
yet the higher appellation
DOCG does by tasting all
wines to ensure that they
meet the standard of the
zone.

The table wine designa-
tion, Vino DaTavolais
the lowest quality level
where wines can be la-
belled without any indica-
tion of provenance, grape
variety or vintage.
Asaresult of the separa-
tion between these two,
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be aware that canolaoil is
phytotoxic to foliage if
applied after budburst

Growers should however
avoid spraysthat are
harmful to predators of
rust mite including

L orsban®
(chlorpyrifos),

Mancozeb®, Dithane®
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and all mancozeb mix-
tures
(dithiocarbamates),
Benlate®, Bavistin®,
Spin® (benomy! - ben-
zemidasoles),

Lime sulphur,

Synthetic miticides,
and

Synthetic pyethroids.

Getting the most out of spraying means un-
derstanding the mite itself

and the fact that producers
didn’t necessarily want to
conform to the legal re-
quirements of DOC,

many growers have down-
graded their wineto Vino
DaTavola, so that they
could improve the quality
through the application of
modern techniques and
superior varieties. This
led to the term * Super
Tuscan'. IGT (Indicazione
Geographica Tipica) was
established to pull these
wines back into the fold,
and by developing a
higher grade of Vino Da
Tavola, the producers are
subject to a degree of con-
trol but nowhere near as

tight as under the DOC

system.

Other quality indicators;
Riserva: higher qual-
ity involving more ag-
ing at the winery
Superiore: higher al-
cohol than normale
for the same type

Classica wineisfrom
the original or tradi-
tiona area

Imbottigliato al-

I” origine or Imbotti-
gliato dal viticoltore:
estate bottled

Producer’ s name:
soundest guarantee of
quality
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VITICULTURE

ASVO Merlot seminar planned for November

By Val Rechner, Australian Society
for Viticulture & Oenology

Merlot isagrape variety that is
proving to be a challenge to both
viticulturists and winemakers.

ThisisASVO’sfirst varietal semi-
nar for several years and the com-

mittee has created an exciting pro-
gram of speakers and wine tasting.

The seminar isto be held the day
before the exhibitors' tasting for the
National Wine Show, Canberra.
There is an integrated program of
speakers on the winegrowing and
winemaking of Merlot, including

presentations on the behaviour of
this variety in Pomerol and Austra-
lia, and a full discussion on the
maladies that afflict Merlot planting
material in Australia.

As abonus, there will also be atalk
on the challenges of marketing Mer-
lot in the United States.

If you areinterested in Merlot and
were considering attending the Na-
tional Wine Show, Canberra, this
will make the trip essential.

For further information contact Val
Rechner on ph (08) 8303 6607 or e-
mail asvo@waite.adelaide.edu.au

A chance for a closer ook at Merlot

Needing training, but unsure how to find it?

By Peter Mansfield, WINETAC

National training programs cover-
ing all aspects of viticulture have
been developed and are available.
As an example, do you know that
the wine grape growing stream of
the Wine Sector Training Package
contains five units of training on
Irrigation? They are;

-Install irrigation components

-Undertake irrigation systems
maintenance activities

-Operateirrigation system
-Deliver injection requirements

-Implement an irrigation schedule

The difficulty sometimesisin find-
ing out what specific training is
available and who provides the
training in the local area.

If you are needing some assistance
to find out what training is available
for either yourself or your person-
nel, help isavailable through CRCV
Program 4, Education, training and
professional development for a sus-
tainable industry.

A comprehensive list of all nation-
ally accredited courses and the

training providers who provide the
training is available from the educa-
tion and training section of the
CRCV website, www.crcv.com.au,
or phone Sue Brown or Sarah Pear-
son from CRCV Program 4 on

(08) 83737090. Sue or Sarah can
provide advice on what specific
training has been developed and
give you the contact details of local
training organisations who can pro-
vide you with the training that you
require.



