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CRCV NEWS

1.0 New direction for Viticare On Farm Trials

A greater emphasis on the major winegrape production regions of the Riverland, Mildura and Riverina and the uptake of CRCV and GWRDC research and development outcomes will be the two main features of the new Viticare On Farm Trials Project.

Meeting in Adelaide for a two-day workshop (August 18-19), the new CRCV Viticare On Farm Trials team spent the time discussing the direction of the project and formulating a plan for the trials. With many new faces joining the team, it also provided an opportunity for everyone to meet in person and talk about future collaborations – an essential part of the project.

The first session involved an assessment of the previous On Farm Trials three-year project, which heavily focused on the use of the participatory action research model for commercial vineyard trials and teaching growers how to conduct a sound scientific trial.

Feedback indicated the project had been highly useful in designing trials suited to commercial vineyards, for example the use of long rows worked best to avoid having small pockets of trials that were difficult to harvest. 

Participation in the trials was strong, with 64 participants over the three years and the consensus from those involved in the project was that the growers had learnt a lot about setting up trials and had gained an understanding of the time it takes to get results and what they mean.

Coordinator of a number of trials in New South Wales, Sylvie Sicard, said some of her groups had embraced the trials to the point where they were so comfortable with conducting and measuring the outcomes that they no longer needed any assistance.

This reflection provided an ideal basis for the main aim of the workshop – mapping out a plan for the current trials to ensure those involved become adopters of CRCV and GWRDC research outcomes and are able to fine tune their viticultural practices for achieving a variety of outcomes including more efficient water use, quality and colour improvements and reduced chemical inputs for pest and disease management.

CRCV Technical Applications Manager Ian Atkinson said increased collaboration would be an important part of the new On Farm Trials projects, raising a number of options including working with consultants and irrigation suppliers who have daily contact with grapegrowers as well as greater collaboration with existing CRCV research projects.

“The structure of CRCs is designed to promote cooperation between research agencies and across research projects. This is something that can be done better and with this project in its starting stages we have the opportunity to make sure this is happening from the very beginning.”

CRCV researcher Dr Rob Bramley provided just one example of how these collaborations can work, talking to the OFT team about the precision viticulture project which is utilising precision agriculture techniques to highlight within-vineyard variability. This information can be used by vineyard managers to make decisions such as selective harvesting which can lead to price improvements for better quality fruit. The plan is that some of the new On Farm Trials projects will use precision agriculture to develop yield maps for use in managing the vineyard in zones rather than as a uniform block.

The workshop also looked at national and regional priorities to determine the types of trials to be conducted, with the main priorities identified being: 

improved irrigation management for quality outcomes; 

canopy management to meet winery specifications; 

best practice vineyard floor management; 

and minimising vineyard leakiness while maintaining yield.

A final facilitated session covered a variety of topics including: the identification of reference groups in each region, finding suitable trial participants, planning the projects including timelines, budgets and evaluation; extension activities and publicity; and networking opportunities.

The workshop provided an excellent foundation for the project and gave the team a lot of useful information and ideas which will be utilised during the next six weeks as project action plans are finalised, with a view to trials starting in October.

2.0
Pest and Disease Management made easier with New AUSVIT CHEMICAL DATABASE 

The start of Spring not only signals more sunshine and warmth, for grapegrowers it also marks the start of an important and busy time for managing pests and diseases to ensure grape ripening and quality is not compromised.

The Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture (CRCV) is releasing its upgraded AusVitTM Chemical Database to provide grapegrowers with a valuable tool for dealing with any pest or disease problems during the busy Spring and Summer seasons.

The database contains information on 325 registered chemical products from 68 companies. It also includes application rates and notes, details about which pest or disease the product can be used to combat, Australian Pesticides & Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) registrations for each state and maximum residue levels.

According to CRCV Business Consultant Bridget Ransome, with so many products on the market it can be difficult for growers to make a decision that is best for their vineyard and the particular pest or disease that is being targeted.

“Since we last updated the AusVitTM Chemical Database there have been 130 new products added to the database and other products have been improved or application rates might have changed,” she said.

“The database is a comprehensive source of information because it contains all of this critical information in the one place, saving growers a lot of time and energy in having to do their own research about the products available.”

Bridget said the Chemical Database was very easy to use with a range of search options to help growers find what they are looking for.

“Searches can be done by product or brand or by looking for a particular active ingredient or the final option is to search for a product to target for example light brown apple moth.

“It is more than just a product register because it contains a lot of other information about to use the chemicals responsibly and correctly. While spray application is an important part of vineyard management, growers need to be aware of their vineyard inputs and ensure they are using the right chemicals and the right amounts. 

“By using this tool growers can better plan their spraying for the coming season, encouraging them to apply only what is needed.”

The AusVitTM Chemical Database can be purchased directly from the CRCV. It is available as a separate product and as part of the AusVitTM Vineyard Management System – a computerised decision support system designed as a management tool to assist viticulturists achieve targeted levels of efficiency, yield and fruit quality while reducing the risk of crop loss and minimising chemical inputs.

Existing users of AusVitTM will be able to download the upgraded Chemical Database from the CRCV website www.crcv.com.au/products/ausvit or can purchase the upgraded CD from the CRCV for a nominal fee of $20.

For more information contact:

Bridget Ransome

CRCV Business Consultant

Phone: (08) 8303 9663

Email: ransome.bridget@saugov.sa.gov.au
Other News

3.0
Environmental Management Systems (EMS) in Agriculture Conference

3rd National Conference on Environmental Management Systems in Agriculture,

"Agriculture, Business and the Environment - Advancing the debate"

Barossa Valley, South Australia: 10 -13 November 2003

www.pir.sa.gov.au/emsconf2003/

Early Bird registrations close on the 29 August, 2003

Currently $330 (GST inclusive) to register

$440 (GST inclusive) after the 29 August, 2003

Please find a registration form attached or obtain one from our website
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4.0
Seminar 

The Australian Institute of Agricultural Science and Technology in

association with the Australian Society of Soil Science Inc.

Seminar – 12 September 2003

‘Waste not – Want not’

This seminar is particularly timely for the many irrigators who are

facing serious problems with water restrictions this year. The use of paper, straw, grape mark and organic wastes of various kinds as surface mulches in horticultural applications can conserve up to 30% of water in orchard or vineyard environments. The same materials often act as soil conditioners which improve water infiltration and root development in surface soils so that plants can use water before it evaporates.  The application of industrial wastes to agricultural soils is now so popular that some types of waste are in short supply. The wastes range from grey water, through orange peels and grape marc to paper pulp and used cooking oils. They are used for soils improvement (as a source of organic matter), water conservation and cheap fertilizer.

Date and time: Friday, 12 September 2003 9.15am – 4.00pm

Venue: Hawker Centre, Waite Agricultural Research Institute, Waite Road,

Urrbrae

Programme: 

9:15 - 9:45am 
Registration

9:45am 
Welcome - David Price, AIAST South Australia Branch President

10:00am 

Bob Long (Jeffries Garden Soils)

The composting process and green waste as a resource

10:30am 

Katie Webster, Consultant - Ecoresearch

"Composted Organic Wastes for Soil Rehabilitation - benefits and cautions from seven years of field-trials"

11.00 – 11.15am - 
Morning tea

11:15am 

Dr Daryl Stevens , Research Scientist, CSIRO Land and Water

Benefits of the application of biosolids

11:45am 

Cliff Hignett, Consultant - Soil Water Solutions

Improving soil quality by application of organic waste materials

12:15pm 

Charles Ling, Research Assistant, Bioremediation Unit, Flinders

University

Composting grape marc and its use as a mulch material

12:45 - 1:45pm – 
Light lunch included

1:45pm 

Dr Mike McLaughlin, Research Director, Land and Water

Regulation of the use of industrial wastes in agriculture

2:15pm 

Jim Kelly, Director/Research Officer – Arris Pty Ltd

'Problems to profits - Using grey water on soils of North Adelaide

Plains'

2:45pm 

Dr Cameron Grant, Lecturer, Adelaide University

‘ Use of sludge from SA water purification for removing P from dairy waste waters

3:15pm 

Close and happy hour

Registration Fee: (Incl GST)

AIAST and ASSSI members: $40

Non members: $60 Student card: $20

To Register:

COMPLETE THE BACK OF THIS PAGE AND FORWARD TO:

Nic McNichol, 26 Charlton Street, Bridgewater SA 5155

Email: tascs@chariot.net.au Phone: 8370 9497

Seminar – 12 September 2003

REGISTRATION FORM: Waste not – Want not – South Australia

AIAST ABN 70 004 227 810 TAX INVOICE

Please print all details clearly and forward your registration, along

with payment to:

By email: Attention: Nic McNichol – tascs@chariot.net.au

By mail: Attention: Nic McNichol – 26 Charlton Street, Bridgewater SA

5155

I am a member of AIAST o YES MEMBERSHIP NUMBER _________________

I am a member of ASSSI o YES MEMBERSHIP NUMBER _________________

Title

First name Surname

Preferred name

Address:

Company name (if applicable):

No and Street name Suburb City/State/Postcode

Telephone:

Business Home Mobile

Fax: Home Company

Email/website:

Home email address Other email address Website

Dietary requirement – please list any special dietary needs:

PAYMENT: please tick relevant payment

q AIAST Member $40 q ASSSI Member $40

q Non member $60 q Student Card $20

PAYMENT DETAILS: Payment amount $

Please select your payment amount from details above.

Please tick: I wish to pay by:

o Cheque (please make cheque out to AIAST and attach your cheque to this

form)

Credit Card:

o Visa o Mastercard o Bankcard o Amex* o Diners club*

*NOTE: additional charge of $10 per transaction is applicable to AMEX

and DINERS CLUB payments.

Card number: Expiry Date

Name on card (please print):

Signature:

Please forward your completed registration form and payment to:

By email: Attention: Nic McNichol – tascs@chariot.net.au

By mail: Attention: Nic McNichol – 26 Charlton Street, Bridgewater SA

5155

Thank you and we look forward to your participation in this event.

Cancellation policy: Cancelled by AIAST: full refund

Cancellation of attendance by participant is subject to the following:

Up to 10 days prior to date – full refund

10-5 days 40% refund; 5-1 days – nil refund

National Office: AIAST, Level 1, Rear 671 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn Vic

3122

Telephone: (03) 9815 3600 Fax: (03) 9815 3633 Email:

members@aiast.com.au Website: www.aiast.com.au
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