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CRCV News

1.0 Use of Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture (CRCV) logo.

by Gerard Hogan, Industry Development Leader, CRCV.

We have discussed previously about using the CRCV logo.  

This is because this newsletter is now designed for people to cut and paste articles we send to you.  

If you want to use CRCV information we ask you to please give us the right recognition by using our logo.  The best place to use this logo is at the beginning of each article. 

You will note that the newsletter is divided up into “CRCV news” and “Other news”.  

The use of this logo only applies to CRCV news, not other news.
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2.0 News from North-East Victoria

By Cassandra Schefe, CRC for Viticulture,  North East Victoria Regional Coordinator, Rutherglen Research Institute, Department of Primary Industries, Victoria

Up in the beautiful North-East we are now bracing ourselves for floods… well, we’ve had everything else – droughts, fires, swarms of dragonflies … (it’s true!).

This past season has been reasonably quiet on the Viticare On-Farm Trials (OFT) front, mostly due to the above reasons. In such a tough year growers aren’t so keen to spend time on trials (especially Partial Rootzone Drying (PRD) irrigation trials!), as the task of maintaining a profitable enterprise in drought conditions is tough enough. However, one highlight of the past season was the very successful North-East Viticare OFT participants workshop, held in October 2002. 

This workshop was an opportunity for those involved in the project, both growers and coordinators, to evaluate our current progress and set goals for achievement over the next few months. This is the last season for the Viticare OFT project in its current format and we hope to further develop this project with further funding.

For the growers involved in Viticare OFT in the North-East, this is what the Viticare OFT project has meant to them:

· “Being able to explore possibilities, ie, moving towards organic production”;

· “Developing and implementing practices which are environmentally friendly”;

· “Providing a healthy, sustainable environment for vine growth”;

· “Investigating alternatives to chemical use (& overuse)”;

· “Increased understanding of the vineyard, leading to better management decisions”;

· “Increased understanding of the soil environment, including soil structure”.

Several important themes also arose from this workshop. These were:

· The importance of scientific leadership in defining trial parameters and isolating treatment effects;

· The expectation/requirement for trials to result in an economic benefit;

· Environmental considerations, with water conservation and associated irrigation efficiency being of major importance;

· The benefits of information exchange between participants, in order to discuss ideas and experiences arising from trials conducted;

· The value of the Viticare OFT network as an avenue for knowledge transfer, both formally, and informally.

All these points provide more information in our quest to understand what motivates viticulturists to become involved in such a project, what they expect to gain from it, and how the researchers involved can best fulfil their roles to meet the expectations of both funding bodies, and the growers involved. After all, we are all searching for that win-win combination!

This workshop really provided the impetus to consolidate the knowledge and wisdom (!) we have gained thus far through the Viticare OFT experience, and pull it all together in a way that will really make a difference to the viticultural industry, starting with our own little patch in the North-East.

So, thus armed with fantastic feedback, experience, knowledge and wisdom, we can confidently stride forward, to vintage… and beyond!!! 

If you have any questions regarding Viticare On Farm Trials for Sustainable Viticulture, or you are in the North-East region and would like more information about this project, please don’t hesitate to contact the NE regional coordinator, Cassandra Schefe (02) 6030 4500 (cassandra.schefe@nre.vic.gov.au). 

3.0
Viticare On Farm Trials show Molybdenum may Improve Fruit Set in Merlot and Roles for Lime under Compost

By Chris Williams and Lee Bartlett, CRCV and SARDI, Waite Precinct

Growers had tried in the past Molybdenum (Mo) foliar sprays to improve fruit set in Merlot, however results were unclear.  In three on farm trials conducted in 2001/2002, bunch yields increased from 0.2 to 1.4 for unsprayed plots to 1.7 to 4.5 kg per vine when Mo sprays were applied pre bloom in the Adelaide Hills.  Unsprayed vines classed as Mo deficient at the 3 sites had 0.05 to 0.08 mg/kg of Mo in basal petioles at full bloom.  Bunches from the unsprayed vines showed the fruit set disorder ‘hen and chickens’. See photograph 1- overleaf & compare with Photograph 2. Hens were the few normal berries and chickens the numerous small, green or coloured berries per bunch at harvest.

There are other causes of ‘hen and chickens’, such as, cool, wet weather near flowering, high crop load or other nutrient deficiencies (boron and zinc).  We tested for zinc and boron in basal petioles and they were adequate when compared to published standards at full bloom at all sites.  In year 1 (2000/2001), no significant bunch yield responses to Mo sprays were recorded, however petiole Mo levels at full bloom were greater than our deficient range for bunch yield response.  We have shown that insufficient Mo can be one factor associated with the incidence of ‘hen and chickens’ and trials over several seasons are essential.  A proposal for a national project to expand this work is currently before GWRDC.  This proposal includes surveys of over 100 vineyards across Australia for Mo levels and other essential nutrients with suggested remedial strategies per vineyard, if needed.

Many of the soils in the Adelaide Hills are very acidic and this can reduce root growth, uptake of Mo and other nutrients and bunch yield.  To assess effects of lime under compost trials are in progress.  At one site, after 2 years, lime under compost has produced increases in soil pH and cation exchange capacity in the topsoil down to 15cm deep.  However, soil and petiole potassium levels also increased, these need to be monitored carefully to avoid potential problems of acid balance in finished wines.

A field trials walk will be held in February to help extend results to growers. 

More information, including results of Mo and lime under compost trials, can be found on the SARDI website at  http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/pages/horticulture/viti/molyphyboard_2002_sum.pdf
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Photograph 1: Hen and Chicken

Photograph 2: Normal Bunch of Grapes








(Source: Lee Bartlett and Chris Williams, 2002)

Other News

4.0 Press Release-South West Slopes Vignerons Association-11 November 2003
by Lynne Retief
South West Slopes Vignerons Association

PO Box 334 Wagga Wagga NSW 2650

President – 
Trevor Howard Ph:69281525 email: trevorhoward66@hotmail.com

Secretary – Ruth Palmer Ph: 69318353  email:rpalme02@postoffice.csu.edu.au
Judy Boyton Ph: 69447210 email: gundavin@dragnet.com.au
The South West Slopes Vignerons’ Association continues to grow and improve.   Of particular interest  currently:- 

· Phylloxera Exclusion Zone status for Gundagai Geographic Indicator (GI)


The NSW South West Slopes Vignerons Association has made the attainment of a


Phylloxera Exclusion Zone (PEZ) our top priority.  To date this area has been 


classified as a Phylloxera Risk Zone.  With Phylloxera known to be “the world’s 


worst  grapevine pest”, by gaining the PEZ status growers will have greater control 


over where and to whom they can sell or transport grapes or vine material.  It will 


also improve the ability to market fruit to a broader audience.

The process must be carried out by NSW Agriculture and we have secured their 

support for Gundagai GI to be made a priority.  They have committed to bearing the 

cost, which is significant and the South West Slopes Vignerons Association is taking 

a lead role in the process.

As required, all grapegrowers in the region have completed the Phylloxera Survey 

Questionnaire, and Stage II of the process is now well under way with field surveys 

being carried out in each vineyard by NSW Agriculture, digging test holes to check 

that Phylloxera is not present.  So far so good.  This procedure needs to be 

repeated for 3 consecutive years to attain final PEZ status.

To aid the process several growers recently attended an informative Phylloxera 

Workshop focusing on its identification, prevention and control, held at Rutherglen 

Research Institute, where considerable research is being carried out on the insect.

The End. 
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