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1.0
Frost Workshop in the Cowra region

by Sylvie Sicard 

Regional Support Officer for CRCV Viticare Trials

National Wine and Grape Industry Centre (NWGIC)/ NSW Agriculture

Cowra region, Cowra Vignerons Association in collaboration with CRCV Viticare Trials organised a workshop / field day on frost and vine recovery trial the 09 October 2003 at Wallington Vineyard.  This workshop was organised in response to a regional and state issue due to wide spread frost damage in recent weeks.

Five guest speakers talked about different topics related to frost and trial concept:  3 of them were from the National Wine and Grape Industry Centre (NWGIC)/ NSW Agriculture: Sylvie Sicard, Regional Support Officer for CRCV Viticare Trials; Suzy Rogiers, Researcher and Leo Quirk, Extension Viticulturist.  Greg Johnston, a grower from the Cowra region and Neil Menzies, Elders Orange were the two other guest speakers.  

Tom Ward, Cowra Viticare group’s leader, facilitated the day as well as leading the trial group in the afternoon.  Marg Wallington, owner of the vineyard where the frosted trial will be conducted, provided the lunch.  A total of 14 people (excluding speakers) attended the workshop and most of them stayed in the afternoon for setting up the trial

Summary of the presentations

Sylvie Sicard (Viticare Trials Regional Support Officer) presented the concept of the Viticare Trials Project and the process of planning a trial design.  She invited the participants to determine their regional priorities to plan a longer term’s trial that could last a minimum of 2 years.  The process of this trial planning could start this year to be implemented not later than next year or next winter. Some ideas emerged from the group.  Following are the regional priorities suggested by the participants during Sylvie’s presentation:

1) Improve irrigation

a) Efficiency

b) Scheduling

c) Water loss

2) Canopy with reds

a) Vine management

i) Crop tonnage

ii) Quality and yield

b) Methods to assess quality

3) Nutrition and quality

The participants were invited to update the list after further thought and forward it to Sylvie Sicard or Tom Ward.  Suzie Rogiers talked about the vine physiology and frost injury; reaction to frost such ice nucleation, adaptation to frost, cold resistance related to growth stage, etc, with a lot of interest from the workshop attendees.

Neil Menzies presented a product that can be sprayed as prevention to frost, which has the property to create protective layer against frost.  Greg Johnson talked about the region and his vineyard history dealing with frost over many years and all the frost protection he has tried and their efficiency.  Leo Quirk summarised the morning presentation and leaded the group to lunch.

Trial activity: implement frost trial for season 2003-2004

The trial was set up by the speakers and around 10 participants, Tom Ward leading the group. 

The following treatments that the group decided to implement and applied:

· Do nothing

· Remove frosted shoots not knock buds

· NPK spray @ 100 ml/8L

· Seaweed spray @ 100 ml/8L

The treatment/assessment panels and vines were marked with different coloured ribbons.  The group chose the trial design with buffer rows between panels treatments due to possibility of drift from spray interfering with other treatments.  The help of all the participants to establish the trial has been greatly appreciated.  

Further meetings will establish plans for the duration of the trial and involvement of participants.  The workshop organisation team would like to thank all participant and speakers who attended the day and set up the trial.
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 Photo 1: Frosted Vines in the Cowra Region.
Source: Sylvie Sicard 2003

2.0
Research to Practice WineGrape Quality Workshop

Date: 

13 & 14th   Nov 2003

Location: 
Winning Post  Motor Inn, Mudgee

Morning Tea & Lunch provided

Cost: 

$180.00

Please register early to ensure availability.

Programme includes

~ Specifications for Winegrape Quality

~ Vine Balance for quality fruit

~ Berry Development

~ Sugar, Acidity and pH for Quality

~ Secondary Metabolites as quality related   

   substances

~ Colour and its role in fruit quality

~ Aroma for quality

RSVP:  
contact Lydele Walker  02 6373 3037 or Luke Spencer 0407 822 284

BY:  

23rd Oct 03            

OTHER NEWS

3.0
Winegrape Crop Forecasting Training

                             Train the Trainer

                            Workshop Invitation
The Victorian Department of Primary Industries, with support from the Grape

and Wine Research and Development Corporation (GWRDC) are running workshops in South Australia, New South Wales and Victoria, this year.  The workshops comprise of four sessions run during the season, training participants how to use and deliver training in the crop yield forecasting system developed

by DPI and CSIRO.

The cost of the workshop is $430 per participant including a copy of the

Training Manual, Grape Forecaster software and Trainers Guide.

The first session of the workshop is a full day held approximately 6 weeks

after budburst.

Dates for the first session in each state are outlined below:

	State
	VENUE
	DATE

	SA
	University of Adelaide, Waite Campus
	14 November 2003

	NSW
	Charles Sturt University, WAGGA WAGGA
	5 November 2003

	VIC
	University of Melbourne, Dookie Campus
	12 November 2003


Subsequent sessions will be held in January (veraison), near harvest

(March) and after harvest (May/June). The dates for these sessions will be

determined in conjunction with the workshop participants at session 1.

Please contact me if you would like to register by October 29th.  

For further enquiries contact,

Rebecca Dunstone

Department of Primary Industries

Private Bag 1

Ferguson Road

Tatura  VIC  3616

Tel: 03 5833 5365

Fax: 03 5833 5337

Mob: 0409 568 705







Oct03.doc
Page 4 of 5
16/10/2003
Viticare News

Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture

