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1.0 New National Coordinator for Viticare Trials Project

Sheri Laubsch

Charles Sturt University

Wagga Wagga

Sheri Laubsch is the new National Coordinator for the Viticare Trials Project. The previous national coordinator Natalie Laukart who was based in Knoxfield, Victoria has now moved on to greener pastures. Further to this role, Sheri is also the NSW state coordinator for Viticare.

Viticare and the Viticare trial project are two separate projects. Viticare is the extension mechanism for the Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture (CRCV), whilst the Viticare Trials Project focuses on validating CRCV outcomes through On Farm Trials.  (For more information, see article on Viticare trials, last issue).

Sheri has previously worked as a Technical Officer and as a Grower Liaison Officer in McLarenVale, Langhorne Creek and Adelaide Hills for Beringer Blass.

Sheri is currently based at Charles Sturt University and employed by the CRCV.  She will divide her time between coordinating Viticare in NSW and coordinating the Viticare Trials project nationally.  

For further enquiries, Sheri can be contacted at slaubsch@csu.edu.au .

2.0 Position Vacant in Mildura

A 1 year fulltime position is vacant in Mildura with the Victorian Department of Primary Industries.  The role of the position is to initiate and coordinate research, extension and training activities within the Murray Valley grape growing region.  This will involve coordinating activities within the national Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture (CRCV) Viticare network and with other state and commonwealth government agencies and regional grower organisations.  The position will be responsible for trialing new viticultural technologies within the Murray Valley region and allowing regional grower groups to learn from the results and experiences.

The position is called Viticare Trials Regional Officer, is at the Level of VPS-2, which commands a salary range of $31,685 - $44,886 pa.  It will be based in the Sunraysia Horticultural Centre, Irymple just outside Mildura and the successful person will report to Mark Krstic.
A position description including a selection critieria can be obtained from Carole DeMaria, Executive Assistant, on (03) 5051 4509 or Carole.DeMaria@dpi.vic.gov.au
When forwarding your application include a current curriculum vitae and your addressed key selection critieria.  Further enquiries? See Carole DeMaria, Executive Assistant, on (03) 5051 4509 or Carole.DeMaria@dpi.vic.gov.au 

Closing Date for Applications
17 October 2003
3.0
Mudgee Merlot gets better with Viticare research.

Tony Somers 

Extension Viticulturist 

NSW Agriculture

A new project being run by Dr Chris Williams from SARDI will look at developing management practices to improve bunch development and reduce the ‘hen and chickens’ problem commonly found in Merlot and other varieties. This work is a direct spin off of previous Viticare On Farm Trial work and will now benefit other regions.  The project will look at a number of vineyards in the Mudgee area as part of a national survey (of 100 vineyards) in 3 states over 3 years. The aim is to further define and validate our critical levels for Molybdenum (a trace element ) in grapevines at peak bloom and try to develop a predictive test at the 10 cm shoot stage.  The survey results we will compare growers Molybdenum levels with critical levels and recommend remedial treatments if needed.

Molybdenum is an essential trace element for growth of higher plants including grapevines. It is only in the last 5 years that analytical techniques have been available to permit low levels of Molybdenum to be detected in grape petioles.

In some seasons, poor fruit set and ‘hen and chickens’ have occurred in many cool climate grape growing regions, varieties and rootstocks, especially Merlot, Cabernet Savignon, Cabernet Franc. Work by Dr Williams and his team have found that 2 foliar sprays of Molybdenum applied at critical times during flower inflorescence development can significantly increased bunch yield per vine between 222% and  750%.

Growers in the Mudgee region will benefit by a better understanding of issues of Molybdenum nutrition of grapevines. If Mudgee growers are interested in participating in the survey they can contact Tony Somers on 02 49398957.
4.0
September Edition of WINETAC Quarterly Update

Emma Walmsley

Project Officer

WINETAC Inc.

The September edition of the WINETAC Quarterly Update is now available. This edition details some changes to the WINETAC team; provides overviews of new projects and updates to existing projects; explains the revised WINETAC constitution; and continues to provide the latest news and resources for wine industry education and training.

 

If you would like to view the Quarterly Update please go to www.winetac.com.au/news.asp, or contact WINETAC on (08) 8373 7090 if you would like a copy sent to you.

Other News

5.0
The R & D Radar – Murray Valley

Susan Byrne

Industry Development Officer 

Murray Valley
The process for the development of local Research and Development projects, in the Murray Valley, occurs after harvest each year.  A workshop is held with growers to ascertain the local research and extension priorities for this region.  All growers are welcome to attend the workshop.

The results from the workshop help to direct where the Industry Development Officer (IDO) channels her energies and efforts for the year.  

The research and extension projects discussed in this article are by no means all the projects that are occurring locally.  The CSIRO, Department of Primary Industries and NSW Agriculture are also involved in many excellent R&D projects.

Crop Forecasting

The idea of this project is to collect data that can forewarn us if the season is going to be high or low yielding.  Last season (2002/2003) we collected a lot of data on bunch number & weight, berry size & number.  While the data is extremely useful, the project must run for some time before reasonably accurate forecasting will be possible.

Vineyard Cooling

This project aims to look at viticulture techniques that can be employed to cool the ambient temperature in a vineyard, with the view of improving fruit quality.  Garth Swinburn from Scholefield Robinson Horticulture Services has completed a literature review on methods for cooling the temperature in horticulture crops.  Unfortunately most of the research concentrated on using water to cool down the crop, which is very effective, but not appropriate in the current environment of limited water availability. 

The reference group for this project (made up of local growers) has decided to place temperature data loggers in a variety of vineyards with different management practices to see if particular management techniques affect temperature in the vineyard.

Rootstock evaluation

This project examines the performance of different rootstock/scion combinations.  The final report for this project, which has been going for four years, will be available in December 2003.

Irrigation Benchmarking

This study was carried out to determine the irrigation performance of winegrape growers across the Murray Valley.  The project does not directly target ‘better’ irrigators, but aims to present a ‘snap shot’ of the current level of irrigation performance.  The results have shown that over the five year life of the project, irrigators have increased their irrigation performance.  

Preventing Delayed ripening

This topic arose from feedback suggesting that the earlier fruit matured the better the quality of wine produced.  We are hoping to employ a scientist or consultant to review local experience and research on this topic, and to make the results available to all growers in the Murray Valley.

Making Common Sense of Colour

This will be a seminar on Friday October 10 at Hotel Mildura.  Speakers include Mark Downey and Mark Krstic, scientists with Department of Primary Industries, who will speak on the effects of bunch exposure on grape and wine colour and factors that influence colour.  The final speaker will be consultant Garth Swinburn of Scholefield Robinson Horticulture Services who will use benchmarking results to explore the connection between striving for the highest colour and profitability.

Nutrition workshops

There will be three workshops on this topic in October in Swan Hill and Mildura.  Topics include:

· Role of nutrients in the grapevine

· Soil & plant sampling and monitoring

· Nitrogen

· Phosphorus

· Potassium

· Micronutrients

Viticulture consultant Ross Polgalse will be the presenter.

Viticare Trials

This is a tool for extension that is being employed by the Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture.  It looks at a proven research idea, mulching for example, and trialling it on a winegrape grower’s property.  The property is open for field walks and demonstrations etc, allowing other growers to visit and observe the results.  The Murray Valley will host five trials.

6.0
Californian Code of Sustainable Winegrowing Practices

Have you an interest in the Californian Code of Sustainable Winegrowing Practices workbook?   More than 2000 workbooks have been sent to our primary audience of California vintners and growers.   If you are still interested in receiving a copy of the workbook, please visit our web site at http://www.wineinstitute.org/communications/SustainablePractices/distributionpol.htm
The workbook is now available for purchase. You will find the workbook distribution policy and printable order form at the web site above. 
We thank you for your patience and we look forward to sending you a workbook as soon as we receive your mailed order form and payment. 
For a program update on the Code of Sustainable Winegrowing Practices, go to http://www.wineinstitute.org/communications/SustainablePractices/project_description.htm
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