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1.0
New CRCV Viticare Regional Support Officer for Riverland

The CRCV’s Viticare Trials in the Riverland have been boosted by the recent appointment of Vanessa Narbeth to the position of Regional Support Officer.

With more than 20 years of experience in the horticultural industry and a passion for the environment, Vanessa brings with her a wealth of experience that will be used in implementing a number of new Viticare trials in the Riverland and a continuation of the existing trials.

Previously employed by Greening Australia, Vanessa has spent the past five years working with growers and primary producers in the Riverland on revegetating their properties with native plants and shrubs.

Formerly from Sydney, Vanessa has a Bachelor of Science (Hons) from the University of New England and has TAFE qualifications in horticulture. Although she has worked in various places throughout Australia, she has spent the majority of time in South Australia. Working in the Riverland for the past five years, Vanessa already has many contacts in the region from conducting Greening Australia workshops and programs.

Moving into viticultural extension is providing Vanessa with a new challenge and chance to learn more about the industry. She is also hoping to use her skills and knowledge to raise the level of environmental awareness of grapegrowers.

“The biggest issue in the Riverland for grapegrowers is obviously water use efficiency and I am looking forward to working with growers to ensure their future viability as well as improving conditions for the Murray River,” Vanessa said.

“I am currently working with grapegrower groups and with Riverland Industry Development Officer Julie Sippo to establish how many trials will be conducted and what they will focus on. I think water will be a focus for the trials and I would especially like to see an emphasis on salinity.”

Over the next three months Vanessa will collate all trial data from the current trials, and will work with the Riverland working group to clarify and finalise the priorities for the trials to be conducted in the next two years.

2.0
Current Viticare, other Trials and Regional Activities in the Riverland

by Vanessa Narbeth
Regional Support Officer

CRCV Viticare Trials

PIRSA Loxton Centre

LOXTON, SA

Four irrigation trials are currently ongoing within the Riverland region, with these trials established in the previous CRCV On Farm Trials project. Michael Roy, who was involved in this previous project, has continued to support the irrigation trials this growing season. 

The trials are based at four separate sites in the Riverland and are focused on improving grower practice when scheduling irrigations. They are aimed at producing satisfactory fruit quality for the required end use, while achieving economically sustainable yields and returns to growers and saving water.


The trials are on varieties Shiraz and Cabernet Sauvignon. All are drip irrigated and within each 18-row trial there are 2 treatments, current grower practice and an improved practice, with 3 rows/treatment and 3 replicates. Soil water content has been monitored throughout the growing season with a Diviner capacitance probe at 7 sites/trials to assist with irrigation scheduling. Berry samples have been taken on a weekly basis for maturity and colour analyse. The trials are being harvested for yield measurements.
Other trials and regional activities for Viticare Trials

Industry Development Officer for the Riverland Wine Industry Development Council, Julie Sippo, has already spent time working with the local technical and grower associations to identify grower priorities and develop regional interest in the Viticare Trials approach. Julie and the Riverland Viticultural Technical Group have also supported a trial at Banrock Station that is looking at the use of phosphonic acid for the control of downy mildew and is being conducted in conjunction with the Hardy Wine Company and CCW Co-operative Ltd. 

Julie has also established a database of Riverland vineyard suppliers and service providers to ensure these groups are also able to be involved in the Viticare trials and in benefiting from the outcomes and knowledge gained from the trials.

3.0
CRCV Viticare Trials Update

by Sheri Laubsch 

CRCV Viticare Trials National Coordinator

Charles Sturt University

Wagga Wagga, NSW

Viticare Trials:

· Provides opportunity to identify and assess management practices and new technology for economic and quality benefits through conducting trials on demonstration vineyards.

· Aims to address regional issues and ensure as many people as possible can benefit from the trials.

· Will include vineyard farm walks on demonstration vineyards as well as presentations of related information for the benefit of regional growers.  Activities will include looking at vineyard variability and methods of vineyard assessment to assist management decisions related to the trial topic.
The Viticare Trials national coordinator Sheri Laubsch will continue to contribute project direction to the Viticare Trials through direct communication and involvement in each region with both the Regional Support Officer and the supervisors as well as the management committees in the larger regions.

Following is the structure of support for Viticare Trials in each region and a short explanation of progress in the last three months. Now that Vintage is over we look forward to clarifying trial topics for the next growing season and getting further involvement within the regions involved.

For national information contact Sheri Laubsch on 02 6933 4079 or slaubsch@csu.edu.au
Riverland – 5 trial sites

Vanessa Narbeth started in the position of Regional Support Officer (CRCV – through Primary Industries and Resources South Australia -PIRSA, and based at the PIRSA Loxton Centre, Loxton SA)on the 22nd of March 04. A working group and a management committee have been formed to help guide Vanessa with Viticare Trials. The working group includes Phil Nicholas (Senior research officer, South Australian Research and Development Institute -SARDI), Michael McCarthy (Senior Research Scientist, SARDI), Julie Sippo (Industry Development Officer, Riverland Wine Industry Development Council- RWIDC), and  Kym Hudson as a grower representative from the Riverland WineGrape Growers Association who is also the Chairman of the local Viticulture Technical Group. This group will assist Vanessa in the development of trials, workplans and milestones for the Riverland project. The management committee will be a smaller group including Julie, Vanessa, Kym Hudson and Michael McCarthy who will also be Vanessa’s supervisor. This group will be responsible for general administration of the project.

Michael Roy a local consultant with the help of Phil Nicholas has maintained 4 trial sites relating to irrigation over the current 03/04 season. This has primarily been the maintenance of soil moisture, quality and yield measurements. Julie Sippo has also been active with local technical and grower associations identifying grower priorities and developing regional interest in the Viticare Trials approach. Julie has also supported a trial conducted on phosphonic acid for the control of downy mildew/phos acid residues in conjunction with Hardy Wine Company and CCW Co-operative Ltd. Over the next three months the trial results will be collated for the current trials, and the priorities for the trials to be conducted in the next two years will be clarified. Julie has established a database of Riverland Vineyard Suppliers and Service providers to progress the Information Brokering component of the project. 

For more information contact Vanessa Narbeth on 08 8595 9100 or narbeth.vanessa@saugov.sa.gov.au
Sunraysia/Swan Hill – 5 trial sites

Sarah Hession is the Regional Support Officer (CRCV – through DPI Vic) for Viticare Trials in Sunraysia and Swan Hill since November the 10th 2003. The regional support committee that help guide Sarah in this project includes: Mark Krstic (Section Leader – Crop Production, Department of Primary Industries, DPI Victoria), Susan Byrne (Industry Development Officer - Murray Valley Wine Growers Council), Greg Moulds (District Horticulturalist, NSW Agriculture) and Peter Clingleffer (Research Scientist, CSIRO). This group has already conducted two committee meetings, one in November and another in March to help provide direction for the Viticare Trials. Other support for Viticare Trials is provided through Grapecheque, Sarah is in regular communication with Rossie Hannah.

Sarah Hession has been very active in the region, establishing trial topics by collection of regional information through involvement in activities including soil moisture and irrigation management farm walks in Robinvale, Mildura and Swan Hill, nutrition measurements with a group of growers in Coomealla, and quality measurements with another group of growers in Swan Hill. Another trial topic being considered is canopy management to minimise sun exposure of white varieties. A pruning trial to assess various pruning levels is also being considered.

For more information contact Sarah Hession on 03 5051 4540 or sarah.hession@dpi.vic.gov.au
Riverina/Cowra/Wagga – 5 trial sites

Sylvie Sicard is the Regional Support Officer (CRCV through NSW Ag), who is coordinating the trials in these areas since 1 July 2003. The support group to these regional trials includes Emma Jamieson who is the Industry Development Officer for the Wine Grapes Marketing Board (WGMB), and also includes Leo Quirk, Harry Creecy & Darren Morrow who are the Extension Horticulturalists for NSW Ag in these areas. Ron Hutton (Deputy Director  NWGIC – NSW Ag) is Sylvie Sicard’s supervisor and he will also provide some support for trial direction.

The three trials to be conducted in the areas covered by the WGMB in the Riverina , they will focus on priority issues in the region including nutrition and irrigation.  Interested growers will be involved in the trials from their initial involvement in workshops on irrigation (held in Dec 03) and nutrition (to be held April 04). Members of the technical group for these areas (RiVit Group – mostly Grower Liaison Officers) have become involved in the irrigation trial.  

The grower associations in Cowra and South West Slopes (Wagga) have been supportive of the Viticare Trials approach and are organising trials to be conducted on canopy management  in SW Slopes and a decision for Cowra will be made in April. Cowra has conducted a trial on frost recovery for this financial year only. This trial was successfully completed with the support and involvement of growers from the association. Support from Viticare Trials through Sylvie & Sheri’s involvement has also been provided to the Tumbarumba RITA application on botrytis management. This has been through facilitation of meetings and training of the technical support hired for the trial measurements.

For more information contact Sylvie Sicard on 02 6933 2859 or sylvie.sicard@agric.nsw.gov.au
SA Other – 4 Trial Sites

Chris Penfold  is the Regional Support Officer (CRCV through Adelaide University) for SA regions other than Riverland since 1 July 2003. He was previously a Research Officer so he will have the expertise to establish the trials in these regions with the support of Michael McCarthy (Research Scientist – SARDI). Chris is also working with Lucy Hyde (Viticultural Technical Officer – McLaren Vale  Grape Wine and Tourism) to work on a trial in McLarenvale and is also working with associations in Clare, EdenValley, and Coonawarra. Eden Valley is looking to focus on irrigation and Clare, Mclaren Vale & Coonawarra are all interested in soil and floor management related issues.

For more information contact Chris Penfold on 08 8303 7735 or chris.penfold@adelaide.edu.au
VIC Other – 2 Trials Sites

Natalie Tostovrsnik is the Regional Support Officer (CRCV through DPI Vic) for Greater Victoria since October 2003. Erika Winter (Team Leader – Efficient Horticulture, DPI Knoxfield) and John Whiting (Statewide Viticultural Officer – DPI Tatura) provide direction and support to Natalie for the Viticare Trials project. Natalie also works alongside Grapecheque to achieve a collaborative approach to extension efforts to be conducted through Viticare Trials.

Heathcote & Sunbury have been very eager after an offer was made to the associations in Greater Victoria to be involved in Viticare Trials. The trial topic has been identified as efficient water use including irrigating using soil moisture monitoring equipment and the benefits of mulching. Both regions will conduct a similar trial and compare the outcomes and regional differences.

For more information contact Natalie Tostovrsnik on 03 9210 9234 or natalia.tostovrsnik@dpi.vic.gov.au

NSW Other – 2 Trials Sites

Clarrie Beckingham ( NSW District Horticulturist) has been actively working with the Mudgee growers association, who have been enthusiastic to implement a Viticare Trial in the region. Clarrie has a salary budget he can utilise to supplement his time when the trial becomes highly time commanding. Clarrie will have the same support group for the Viticare Trials as Sylvie with the support of the other extension Horticulturalists and Ron Hutton. The priority topic for the region has been identified via a survey as sustainability. Soil moisture and control of weeds with minimal herbicide are the focus for the trial with a particular interest in soil health.

For more information contact Clarrie Beckingham on 02 6372 4700  or clarrie.beckingham@agric.nsw.gov.au
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