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A Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture Viticare trial commenced during October 2004 at Gelland Vines, Cooyal, with the aim of exploring ways in which the environmental performance of Central Ranges vineyards can be developed.

Under vine floor management is the main focus and treatments being assessed are herbicide, cultivation, slashing and two mulches, Australian Native Landscapes (ANL) composted vine mulch and straw.


A Latin Square trial design was selected to ensure good

randomisation of the five treatments that are replicated five 

times.

The trial is a cooperative effort with support provided 

by Warren and Stephanie Gelland, Australian Native 

Landscapes, Russell and Mark Roth, Phil Murray of 

Louee Wines and Paul Baguley of P B Ag Consulting.

Mulches offer a range of potential benefits, particularly 

increased grape yields and quality, moisture conservation, 

weed inhibition, organic matter improvement, a decrease

 in soil erosion and soil temperature buffering.

Along with the ease of compost application, an increase in beneficial soil flora and fauna is possible, and these may, in a few cubic centimetres of soil, rival the ecology of a hectare of forest or coral reef.

Possible trade offs may be cost, harbour for pests like snails, controlling weeds at the mulch/mid row sward area and the risk of introducing weeds if the mulch is not properly composted. This Viticare trial also aims to assess these risks and weigh up the benefits against costs.

With one estimate putting grape marc waste at up to 2.2 tonnes/ha and pruning waste an average 4 tonne/ha, interest in composting these wastes locally is developing.

Environmental Management Systems (EMS) In 2002, the Australian Wine Industry made a commitment to the continual improvement of its environmental performance and the CRCV Viticare Program is assisting local vineyard managers to incorporate formal environmental management into their broader management strategies.  The Cooyal trial is part of this process and is proposed to demonstrate practical and profitable soil management options that are consistent with EMS plans.

Other Local Research Two other projects to commence during the 2004/05 season are Trunk Diseases, led by Dr Sandra Savocchia from the NWGIC and Merlot/Molybdenum, led by Dr Chris Williams from SARDI.
Viticare Trials


Update from Mudgee, NSW





Clarrie Beckingham


District Horticulturist – Mudgee


Department of Primary Industries, NSW


Ph 02 6372 4700, Mob 0427 900 135


� HYPERLINK "mailto:clarrie.beckingham@agric.nsw.gov.au" ��clarrie.beckingham@agric.nsw.gov.au�








�INCLUDEPICTURE "../../../National/Viticare%20Newsletter%20&%20CRCV%20reports/Viticare%20News/Article%20Photo%20-%20Mudgee%20Viticare%20News%20Nov%2004_files/DSCN0672.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET \d ���


A Wallaby spreader from Louee Wines applies ANL composted vine mulch to the trial
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For more information about the CRC for Viticulture’s Viticare Trials, visit the website www.crcv.com.au/viticare

