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1.0
CRCV Viticare Trials 

NSW News from Cowra, Riverina, Tumbarumba and Wagga Wagga.

by Sylvie Sicard

Regional Support Officer CRCV Viticare Trials

National Wine & Grape Industry Centre 

NSW Agriculture

Wagga Wagga, NSW
Cowra

The Trial on Frost Recovery (one-year trial), as mentioned in the October 2003 edition of the Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture (CRCV) Viticare Newsletter, is running smoothly.  The group leader Tom Ward and Sylvie kept in touch through the season.  She has provided him with a logbook containing the protocols for running the trial and assessing it as well as collating data.  He has recently sent her some data to be analysed on cluster number from first and second crop to look at the effect of the treatments on the cluster number.  During harvest, more data will be collated on fruit quality parameters and cropping. Details on assessing the trial at harvest will be finalised within the following weeks.

Tom was also in charge of sending a survey on regional priorities to all members of the Cowra Vignerons Association.  The filled forms will be sent back to Sylvie for analysis.  From this survey a two year trial is expected to arise. 

Riverina 

CRCV Viticare Trials have organised in collaboration with the Wine Grapes Marketing Board, a workshop (previously advertised in the November 2003 edition of the Viticare Newsletter), held in Griffith, on research outcomes from two major CRCV projects in the Riverina region. 

The guess speakers’ performance was great.  Jason Smith, Charles Sturt University (CSU) presented the project: Effect of post-harvest vine reserves on shoot, bunch and fruit development.  Bruno Holzapfel, NSW Agriculture talked on Nitrogen and Water management Strategies for Vitis Vinifera cv. Shiraz.  Paul Hutchinson, Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) presented some monitoring equipment and his guest grower showed graphs from his soil moisture monitoring for drip and furrow irrigation on his property.  Sheri Laubsch, Viticare Trials National Coordinator, presented the concepts of the Viticare Trials project.

The participants were very interested in the topics presented.  From the workshop, an irrigation group was formed. The first role of the irrigation group will be to look at irrigation management needs for the Riverina region and the possibility of running trials on irrigation.  Any Riverina grape and wine industry member is welcome to join the group, who will meet after vintage.  Please contact Sylvie (contact details below) or Emma Jamieson (02 6962 3944) for any information or to get involved.

Tumbarumba

The botrytis Trial (a Regional Innovation and Technology Adoption (RITA) project) has been extended for a second year due to last year’s drought.  The group size has increased to a number of 10 growers involved in running trials on botrytis.  

The group has established a link with another group in Victoria who are also working on a botrytis project.  The communication between the two botrytis trial groups was established when the Tumbarumba group went to a presentation as part of their RITA funding.   The Viticare Trials team involved in the Tumbarumba botrytis trial, helped to coordinate and assess the data collected.

A technical assistant has been hired to work with the growers helping with the collection of data, and maintaining a consistent approach across all blocks involved. The data collected so far included a latent botrytis assessment, and shoot number counts.  The data on shoot number has been sent to Sylvie for analysis, and a short presentation to the group was conducted at the most recent meeting.

The group has met on regular basis to plan and coordinate data collection, making decisions on strategies like looking at different possibilities of assessing the trial at harvest.  They recently met to plan and coordinate the whole harvesting process of the botrytis trial.  A meeting is scheduled prior to harvest to finalise some details. 

Wagga Wagga 

The project concepts of CRCV Viticare Trials have been presented to the South West Slopes Vignerons Associations during one of their meetings.  

During the meeting, the group has established some regional priorities.  Canopy management has been selected as the priority topic for investigation.  A survey was sent to all members to identify regional practices and differences on regional canopy management to help establish a trial.  The survey will be filled and returned in the near future to Sylvie.  She will collate the survey results and will send back the information to the group who will decide where to go from there.

For further enquires e-mail Sylvie on sylvie.sicard@agric.nsw.gov.au or call her on 02 6933 2859 

2.0
NSW Vintage news from Cowra, Riverina, Tumbarumba and Wagga Wagga.

by Sylvie Sicard

Regional Support Officer CRCV Viticare Trials

National Wine & Grape Industry Centre 

NSW Agriculture

Wagga Wagga, NSW

Industry representatives from Cowra, Riverina, Tumbarumba and Wagga Wagga in NSW have been contacted about vintage progress.

Tom Ward, Viticulture R&D Chairman, Cowra Vignerons Association reported:

“Cowra region has reached veraison and does not expect harvesting before the end of February.  The Frost Trial will be harvested during that period.  The Frost trial group leader said no disease has appeared in vineyards as the region has not received rain this season during critical periods”.

Harry Creecy, District Horticulturist (viticulture) NSW Agriculture reported: “Harvesting of Chardonnay and Pinot Noir for sparkling white wines commenced in the Riverina in early February as 10 Baumé levels were achieved. The 2004 vintage has commenced about a week later than usual following the relatively mild temperatures being experienced. Harvest of Chardonnay for dry white wine is expected to get under way in the third week of February. The Shiraz harvest will commence in the last week of February closely followed by Semillon - a role reversal for maturity.  Disease pressure on grapevines have been low following the relatively dry weather.”
Juliet Cullen, President of the Tumbarumba Vignerons Association reported: 

“Tumbarumba region is just starting veraison in the first week of February with Pinot Noir 10-40% coloured. Most vineyards are 7-10 days behind average with harvest expected to start in the first week of March. The milder temperatures in late January-early February with cool nights are likely to raise flavour intensity and overall quality. Isolated thunderstorms have caused some damage to a couple of vineyards.”

Peter Morath, President of the South West Slopes Vignerons Association reported:

“With mild temperatures experienced throughout the district over the veraison period we have seen fruit colour rapidly.  White varieties have completed veraison and are registering Baumé between 9-10.5 while red varieties are finishing veraison well.

It is anticipated that harvest will not start before the third week in February with yields up on last year but still below average at most sites.  Fruit quality is looking very good at this stage with fingers crossed that weather conditions remain constant.” 

Information as per 05 February 2004

For further enquires e-mail Sylvie on sylvie.sicard@agric.nsw.gov.au or call her on 02 6933 2859 

3.0
Extension Networking Tool for NSW – updated information

by Sylvie Sicard

Regional Support Officer CRCV Viticare Trials

National Wine & Grape Industry Centre 

NSW Agriculture

Wagga Wagga, NSW

The second issue of the tool called NSW Calendar of Events aims to keep the wine industry informed of extension and training efforts in NSW.  It can be accessed at the following web address: http://www.csu.edu.au/NWGIC/ . 

Sylvie Sicard and Allison Deegenaars (editors) have received good feedback from people accessing it.  The number of collaborators has increased.  Sylvie and Allison are expecting more NSW growers and wineries association representatives to register when this tool becomes more widely known. The benefit is mainly early notification on what is happening in NSW.  

Any member of the industry who would like to inform others on field days, workshops, training in their region are invited to contact Sylvie (see below) or Allison (allison.deegenaars@agric.nsw.gov.au or 02 6933 4343).

For further enquires e-mail Sylvie on sylvie.sicard@agric.nsw.gov.au or call her on 02 6933 2859 
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