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Natalie Tostovrsnik, 

Regional Support Officer, Viticare Trials,
for Greater Victoria,

Department of Primary Industries (DPI) Knoxfield, Victoria, 

 Sheri Laubsch,

National Coordinator Viticare Trials,
National Wine & Grape Industry Centre (NWGIC) 

Wagga Wagga, NSW

The Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture (CRCV), ‘Viticare Trials’ is a new project for wine grape growers, which began in July 2003.  It follows on from the successful CRCV, ‘On Farm Trials’ project and is funded by the CRCV until mid 2006.  ‘Viticare Trials’ provides growers with an understanding of vineyard variation and trial designs.  

The project also assists growers in trialing different management practices that have been developed through research.  This will be implemented in New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia.  Trials will be conducted in different regions using a team of growers, industry providers and research and development organisations. The team approach allows anyone interested, to be involved through farm walks on the trial sites so they can understand better, how to assess trials progress and results.  

In Greater Victoria (ie, all Victoria except Sunraysia and Swanhill regions), the project is currently working with wine grape growers from the Macedon and Heathcote regions.  They have completed surveys identifying their regional issues to help determine the focus for their Viticare trials by developing specific topics from these issues. Two long-term trials focussing on specific topics will be established in these regions between 2004 and 2006. 

Interest generated by groups in Kyneton & Heathcote (both in Victoria), established a shorter-term Viticare Trial opportunity to investigate the implementation of the CRCV, Viticare Environmental Risk Assessment tool (VERA). VERA provides growers with a tool to assess their environmental impacts and assists them integrate environmental management into their broader vineyard management strategies.  The first of these VERA workshops are to be held on the 27th (Kyneton) and the 28th (Heathcote) of January 2004.  

VERA specialist and former CRCV employee, David Baker will facilitate these workshops.  Natalie Tostovrsnik, the regional support officer for Viticare Trials in the Greater Victoria region, will also provide an introduction to the Viticare Trials project.  Topics for the long-term Viticare trials will be identified for these regions, along with the formation of a reference group on each trial topic chosen.

The Viticare Trials team is working in coordination with other DPI, Victoria, extension programmes. Through sharing information and coordinating work, we can better assist growers in Heathcote, Macedon and other regions to tackle important regional issues and learn more about their vineyards. 

If you would like to attend the workshops, or would like more information about the Viticare Trials project in the Greater Victoria, please contact Natalie on 9210 9234 or email, natalia.tostovrsnik@dpi.vic.gov.au
For information on Viticare Trials in other regions in Australia please contact Sheri, on 0417687135 or e-mail, slaubsch@csu.edu.au 
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