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Wine grape grower, Warren Gelland, a member of the Technical Viticulture Sub Committee with the Mudgee Wine Grape Growers Association,(MWGGA), with support from the CRC for Viticulture, will be coordinating a team commitment to participate in the new Viticare Trials Project. 

A number of growers have been surveyed to identify the regional priorities for the trial topic for CRCV Viticare Trials.  A range of priorities including  nutrition, irrigation, pests, canopy management and sustainability were proposed by the growers. 

There was a strong message from the survey that conserving natural resources in the Region is the highest priority for CRCV Viticare Trials, closely followed by nutrition and then irrigation.

A trial with the aim of ‘developing the environmental performance in the management of vineyard floor of Cental Ranges vineyards’ is being progressed through the consultative process with MWGGA.

Key issues to be considered in the trial are vineyard floor (undervine and mid row) management options, water use, soil health and profitability.

There also has been good support for a workshop on “Getting Started in Environmental Management in Viticulture, incorporating the Viticulture Environmental Risk Assessment (VERA) tool. This is another CRC for Viticulture initiative and a workshop is planned for the 25th June 2004, contact Clarrie Beckingham for further information on 02 6372 4700 or clarrie.beckingham@agric.nsw.gov.au  

The MWGGA has achieved an important milestone by convening a National Sustainable Viticulture Seminar , the second one to be held on June 24th this year .The seminar aims to explore and develop issues associated with sustainability and this year Precision Viticulture will be a highlight of the seminar program.

The CRCV Viticare Trial proposed for Mudgee will provide opportunity for involvement of regional growers in the implementation and outcomes of a trial to compare practices that aim to improve sustainability. For more information on the Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture go to www.crcv.com.au on the web.
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