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CRCV Viticare trial in Heathcote

Composted Green Waste used to aid Efficient Water Use in Heathcote Vineyards

Heathcote viticulturists are leading the way in the use of composted green organics from suburban garden waste. Used as mulch under grapevines to improve soil moisture retention and soil health, compost provides an additional benefit through reducing the amount of waste that enters landfill every year.  
The current drought and reduced water allocations have significantly impacted on the viticultural industry, with flow-on effects for their surrounding communities.  Rather than hope for rain, Heathcote viticulturists have been working with the Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture's (CRCV) Viticare Trials in Greater Victoria to take a pro-active approach, looking for a sustainable solution to water shortages.  

One of the most significant environmental issues facing our society is the management of our waste.  Approximately 1.2 million tonnes of green waste enters our landfills annually – a potentially valuable resource for improving water use efficiency.

As a result of grower interest in improving water use efficiency and sustainability, the CRCV in partnership with the Department of Primary Industries, Viticare Trials project organised a workshop and field day on the topic of compost and mulch.  Approximately twenty Heathcote and surrounding growers attended each event to listen to information on how they could improve water use efficiency in the vineyard by applying composted organic materials as a mulch under-vine. Field day activities included presentations from organics expert Kevin Wilkinson, a demonstration application of mulch with a spreader and a demonstration of the installation of soil moisture monitoring equipment, which are an effective tool for assisting decisions on when and how much to irrigate.  Such tools can be extremely valuable for growers wanting to improve water use efficiency. 

To verify the value of green waste material in retaining soil moisture a CRCV Viticare trial has been established at Sanguine Estate.  This trial will determine to what level compost can reduce soil moisture loss through comparing mulching to bare soil under-vine practices and will also be used to demonstrate other efficient water use practices.  The Viticare Trials Greater Victoria would like to thank Organic Recyclers, Burdetts and Greenchip for their support that allowed a demonstration trial on the usefulness of compost in young vines to be established, which will reflect the diverse advantages of using composts.

Making informed decisions about using compost is also an important feature of some recently completed fact sheets prepared by DPI Victoria, Department of Agriculture WA and EcoRecycle Victoria. They provide information about composting, compost products and how to best use them.

The results of this trial will be very valuable to Heathcote and surrounding viticulturists, as it will provide a detailed regional perspective and an opportunity for growers to make an informed decision about using mulch or compost in their own vineyard.

For more information about CRCV Viticare Trials, please contact Natalie Tostovrsnik, DPI Knoxfield (03) 9210 9222 
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For more information about the CRC for Viticulture’s Viticare Trials, visit the website www.crcv.com.au/viticare

