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New CRCV Viticare Regional Support Officer for Murray Valley

The CRCV’s Viticare Trials in the Murray Valley recently appointed myself (Nicole Dimos) as the new Regional Support Officer, following the resignation of Sarah Hession. Sarah played an integral part in the establishment of the trials in the Murray Valley and the Viticare team wishes her all the best with her new adventure in New Zealand.

Formerly from Melbourne, I have a Bachelor of Agricultural Science (Hons.) from the University of Melbourne. I spent my final honours year in Mildura working on a dried fruit research project where I developed a passion for the region and of the viticultural industry. I moved to Wagga Wagga and worked on a PhD project identifying the physiological causes for weight loss in Shiraz, which is due for completion in the coming months. 
I believe I bring a wealth of experience in research that will be used in strengthening the Viticare trials in the Murray Valley. Moving into viticultural extension is a new and exciting challenge and a chance for me to learn more about our industry. Fortunately, working in the viticultural industry for the past five years, I’ve made many contacts, which can assist this region with the Viticare trials workshop program ensuring that the growers are well informed. 

Viticare Trials aims to help address the issues and concerns of the viticultural industry in the Murray Valley through trialing practices on farm. My plans are to increase regional involvement in the Viticare trials and also to increase grower interest in trialing new management strategies developed from research concepts and new technology.
Sunraysia/Swan Hill – Five trials 

The Viticare trials have concluded season one in the Murray Valley focussing on regional management issues concerning pruning, canopy management, nutrition and mulching, which includes soil moisture monitoring management. 

All 10 Viticare sites in the region were visited whereby petiole collection and analysis, maturity sampling, canopy and fruit assessments and measurements, harvest (yield) were collected on the 5 different projects. In Wemen unfortunately there were two hailstorms that swept across damaging both fruit and vines compromising the outcomes from the two trials in that region.  Although the results from this first year are not scientifically significant the visual assessments on all projects show exciting trends and it is anticipated that next season the outcomes will become more evident. 

Currently, growers have received trial results and further vineyard management information is being collected to improve the summary of trial outcomes.  The growers involved are having a greater role in the decision making of the trials whereby providing suggestions on improvements and additional measurements.  Coming winter workshops will extend the results from the trials and provide further information on the topics. These informal discussion based workshops aim to generate regional involvement and capture ideas for the direction of the trials in the future.

.
Mildura Horticultural and Swan Hill Field Days  

The first season outcomes of the Viticare trials in Sunraysia and Murray Valley have been showcased at local agricultural and horticultural field days in the district. Both the Swan Hill field days held on May 10 and 11 and the Mildura Horticultural Field Days held on May 24 and 25 are both premier events which viticulturists, winery representatives and industry service providers can catch up and discuss the latest in agricultural technology.

With crowd numbers up due to favourable weather conditions, the concept of Viticare Trials was more fully understood with results available from the five regional trials. 

During these field days growers showed interest in the project with enthusiasm for new project ideas and extension activities.  There was also support from service providers who expressed a great amount of interest in being involved in the project. These field days were a great opportunity to promote upcoming workshops in the Murray Valley.
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If you have any questions, comments, would like to get involved or more information regarding the Viticare Trials in Murray Valley, please contact:

Nicole Dimos

Department of Primary Industries - Mildura

Phone: (03) 5051 4500
Fax: (03) 5051 4523

Mob: 0417 118 653

nicole.dimos@dpi.vic.gov.au
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